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AN ACT

To repeal sections 48.020, 48.030, 49.170, 49.266, 49.278, 49.370, 50.740, 56.640, 67.1775,
137.082, 304.010, 473.730, RSMo, section 67.399, RSMo, as enacted by senate
committee substitute for house substitute for house committee for house bills nos. 977
& 1608, eighty-ninth general assembly, second regular session, and section 67.399,
RSMo, as enacted by senate committee substitute for house bill no. 1352, eighty-ninth
general assembly, second regular session, and to enact in lieu thereof sixteen new
sections relating to counties, with penalty provisions.

e —
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 48.020, 48.030, 49.170, 49.266, 49.278, 49.370, 50.740, 56.640,
67.1775, 137.082, 304.010, 473.730, RSMo, section 67.399, RSMo, as enacted by senate
committee substitute for house substitute for house committee for house bills nos. 977 & 1608,
eighty-ninth general assembly, second regular session, and section 67.399, RSMo, as enacted by
senate committee substitute for house bill no. 1352, eighty-ninth general assembly, second
regular session, are repealed and sixteen new sections enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as
sections 48.020, 48.030, 49.170, 49.266, 49.272, 49.278, 49.370, 49.650, 50.740, 56.640,
64.907, 67.399, 67.1775, 137.082, 304.010, and 473.730, to read as follows:

48.020. 1. All counties of this state are hereby classified, for the purpose of establishing
organization and powers in accordance with the provisions of section 8, article VI, Constitution
of Missouri, into four classifications determined as follows:

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold faced brackets [thus] in this bill is not enacted and is intended
to be omitted in the law. Matter in boldface type in the above law is proposed language.



H.C.S.S.C.S. S.B. 199 2

O 0 9 &N L K

10

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

O 00 0 N i B W

— e e
A W N = O

Classification 1. All counties having an assessed valuation of [four hundred fifty] six
hundred million dollars and over shall automatically be in the first classification after that
county has maintained such valuation for the time period required by section 48.030; however,
any county of the second classification which, on August 13, 1988, has had an assessed valuation
of at least four hundred million dollars for at least one year may, by resolution of the governing
body of the county, elect to be classified as a county of the first classification after it has
maintained such valuation for the period of time required by the provisions of section 48.030.

Classification 2. All counties having an assessed valuation of [three] four hundred fifty
million dollars and less than the assessed valuation necessary for that county to be in the first
classification shall automatically be in the second classification after that county has maintained
such valuation for the time period required by section 48.030.

Classification 3. All counties having an assessed valuation of less than the assessed
valuation necessary for that county to be in the second classification shall automatically be in the
third classification.

Classification 4. All counties which have attained the second classification prior to
August 13, 1988, and which would otherwise return to the third classification after August 13,
1988, because of changes in assessed valuation shall remain a county in the second classification
and shall operate under the laws of this state applying to the second classification.

2. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, no county shall
remove from a higher classification to a lower classification subsequent to August 28,2003,
pursuant to the requirements for assessed valuation of any county for that classification
so as to place such county within a lower classification.

48.030. 1. Other than as otherwise provided for in this section, after September 28,
1979, no county shall move from a lower class to a higher class or from a higher class to a lower
class until the assessed valuation of the county is such as to place it in the other class for five
successive years|[; but,].

2. No second class county shall become a third class county until the assessed valuation
of the county is such as to place it in the third class for at least five successive years and until the
assessed valuations for calendar year 1985 have been entered on the tax rolls of each county in
accordance with subsections 6 and 7 of section 137.115, RSMo.

3. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 1 of this section, a county may
become a first class county at any time after the assessed valuation of the county is such as
to be a first class county and the governing body of the county elect to change
classifications. The effective date of such change of classification shall be in accordance
with the provisions of this section.

4. The change from one classification to another shall become effective at the beginning
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of the county fiscal year following the next general election after the certification by the state
equalizing agency for the required number of successive years that the county possesses an
assessed valuation placing it in another class. If a general election is held between the date of
the certification and the end of the current fiscal year, the change of classification shall not
become effective until the beginning of the county fiscal year following the next succeeding
general election.

49.170. Four terms of the county commission shall be held in each county annually, at
the place of holding commission meetings therein, commencing on the first Mondays in
[February, May, August and November]| January, April, July, and October. The county
commissions may alter the times for holding their stated terms, giving notice thereof in such
manner as to them shall seem expedient; provided, that in counties now containing or that may
hereafter contain seventy-five thousand or more inhabitants, and where county commissions are
now or may hereafter be held at more places than one and at other places than the county seat,
the terms of the commission shall be held monthly and alternately at the county seat and such
other place as may be provided for the holding of a meeting, and each monthly term shall
commence on the first Monday in each month.

49.266. 1. The county commission in [first class] all counties may by order or ordinance
promulgate reasonable regulations concerning the use of county property, the hours, conditions,
methods and manner of such use and the regulation of pedestrian and vehicular traffic and
parking thereon.

2. Violation of any regulation so adopted is an infraction.

3. The regulations so adopted shall be codified, printed and made available for public
use and adequate signs concerning smoking, traffic and parking regulations shall be posted.

49.272. The county commission of any county of the first classification without a
charter form of government and with more than one hundred thirty-five thousand four
hundred but less than one hundred thirty-five thousand five hundred inhabitants which
has an appointed county counselor and which adopts or has adopted rules, regulations or
ordinances under authority of a statute which prescribes or authorizes a violation of such
rules, regulations or ordinances to be a misdemeanor punishable as provided by law, may
by rule, regulation or ordinance impose a civil fine not to exceed one thousand dollars for
each violation. Any fines imposed and collected under such rules, regulations or
ordinances shall be payable to the county general fund to be used to pay for the cost of
enforcement of such rules, regulations or ordinances.

49.278. 1. The county governing body in all counties may contribute to the cost of a
plan, including a plan underwritten by insurance, for furnishing all or a part of hospitalization
or medical expenses, life insurance, or similar benefits for elected officials and their employees,
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and to appropriate and utilize its revenues and other available funds for these purposes.

2. No contract shall be entered into by the county to purchase any insurance policy or
policies pursuant to the terms of this section unless such contract shall have been submitted to
competitive bidding and such contract be awarded to the lowest and best bidder.

3. The governing authority of all counties may provide, in addition to any other
programs or plans, workers' compensation, health insurance, life insurance, and
retirement plans for all county employees.

49.370. 1. The county commission shall designate the place whereon to erect any county
building, on any land belonging to such county, at the established seat of justice thereof. If there
is no suitable ground belonging to said county within the limits of the original town known
as the established seat of justice, the county commission shall select a proper piece of
ground anywhere within the corporate limits of the town known as the county seat, and
may purchase or receive by donation a lot or lots of ground for that purpose, and shall take
a good and sufficient deed in fee simple for the same to the county, and shall make report
to the circuit court at its next sitting.

2. The provisions of subsection 1 of this section, notwithstanding, any county may
acquire, own, erect, operate, manage, and maintain buildings and property outside the
limits of the established seat of justice, so long as the building or property is located within
the county.

49.650. 1. The governing authority of each county without a charter form of
government shall have the power to adopt ordinances or resolutions relating to its
property, affairs, and local government for which no provision has been made in the
constitution of this state or state statute regarding the following:

(1) Vehicular traffic;

(2) County roads controlled by the county;

(3) Homeland security;

(4) Public safety;

(5) Emergency management;

(6) Trash or refuse;

(7) Nuisance abatement, excluding agricultural and horticultural property as
defined in section 137.016, RSMo;

(8) Animal control, excluding livestock as defined in section 144.010, RSMo;

(9) Stormwater control;

(10) Flood plain management;

(11) Economic development; and

(12) Parks and recreation.
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If any such ordinance, order, or resolution conflicts with a municipal ordinance, the
municipal ordinance provisions shall prevail within the corporate boundaries of the
municipality. All ordinances adopted pursuant to this section shall remain effective until
repealed or amended by the governing authority, except that the general assembly shall
have the power to further define, broaden, limit, or otherwise regulate the power of each
such county to adopt ordinances, resolutions, or regulations.

2. The governing body of each county without a charter form of government may
submit to the qualified voters of the county any ordinance, resolution, or regulation
proposed pursuant to this section for the approval of the qualified voters of the county.
Any ordinance, resolution, or regulation submitted to the qualified voters pursuant to this
section shall become effective if a majority of the qualified voters voting on the ordinance,
resolution, or regulation are in favor of its adoption, but no ordinance, resolution, or
regulation shall become effective if a majority of the qualified voters voting on the
ordinance, resolution, or regulation are opposed to its adoption.

3. Notwithstanding any other provision of this section to the contrary, no tax shall
be submitted to the voters of the county unless the tax has been authorized by statute by
the general assembly.

50.740. 1. It is hereby made the first duty of the county commission in counties of
classes three and four at its regular February term to go over the estimates and revise and amend
the same in such way as to promote efficiency and economy in county government. The
commission may alter or change any estimate as public interest may require and to balance the
budget, first giving the person preparing supporting data an opportunity to be heard. After the
county commission shall have revised the estimate it shall be the duty of the clerk of said
commission forthwith to enter such revised estimate on the record of the said commission and
the commission shall forthwith enter thereon its approval.

2. The county clerk shall within five days after the date of approval of such budget
estimate, file a certified copy thereof with the county treasurer, taking [his] a receipt therefor, and
[he] shall also forward a certified copy thereof to the state auditor by registered mail. The county
treasurer shall not pay nor enter protest on any warrant except payroll for the current year until
such budget estimate shall have been so filed. If any county treasurer shall pay or enter for
protest any warrant except payroll before the budget estimate shall have been filed, as by
sections 50.525 to 50.745 provided, [he] the county treasurer shall be liable on [his] the official
bond for such act. Immediately upon receipt of the estimated budget the state auditor shall send
to the county clerk [his] the receipt therefor by registered mail.

3. Any order of the county commission of any county authorizing [and/or] or directing
the issuance of any warrant contrary to any provision of this law shall be void and of no binding
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force or effect; and any county clerk, county treasurer, or other officer participating in the
issuance or payment of any such warrant shall be liable therefor upon [his] the official bond.

56.640. 1. If a county counselor is appointed, he and his assistants under his direction
shall represent the county and all departments, officers, institutions and agencies thereof, except
as otherwise provided by law and shall upon request of any county department, officer,
institution or agency for which legal counsel is otherwise provided by law, and upon the approval
of the county commission, represent such department, officer, institution or agency. He shall
commence, prosecute or defend, as the case may require, and exercise exclusive authority in all
civil suits or actions in which the county or any county officer, commission or agency is a party,
in his or its official capacity, he shall draw all contracts relating to the business of the county, he
shall represent the county generally in all matters of civil law, and he shall upon request furnish
written opinions to any county officer or department.

2. In all cases in which a civil fine may be imposed pursuant to section 49.272,
RSMo, it shall be the duty of the county counselor, rather than the county prosecuting
attorney, to prosecute such violations in the associate division of the circuit court in the
county where the violation occurred.

3. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the county counselor in any county of
the first classification and the prosecuting attorney of such county may by mutual
cooperation agreement prosecute or defend any civil action which the prosecuting attorney
or county counselor of the county is authorized or required by law to prosecute or defend.

64.907. 1. Any county subject to Environmental Protection Agency rules 40 C.F.R.
Parts 9,122, 123, and 124 concerning storm water discharges is authorized to adopt rules,
regulations, or ordinances reasonably necessary to comply with such federal regulations
including but not limited to rules, regulations, or ordinances which promote the best storm
water management practices in regulating storm water discharges established by the
Environmental Protection Agency.

2. Any county adopting rules, regulations, or ordinances under subsection 1 of this
section is authorized to establish by rule, regulation, or ordinance a storm water control
utility or other entity to administer any such rules, regulations, or ordinances adopted
under subsection 1 of this section which shall include authority to impose user fees to fund
the administration of such rules, regulations, or ordinances.

3. Any county adopting rules, regulations, or ordinances under subsection 1 of this
section is authorized to establish by rule, regulation, or ordinance a storm water control
utility tax in such amount as is deemed reasonable and necessary to fund public storm
water control projects if such tax is approved by majority of the votes cast.

4. The tax authorized in this section shall be in addition to the charge for the storm
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water control and all other taxes imposed by law, and the proceeds of such tax shall be
used by the city solely for storm water control. Such tax shall be stated separately from
all other charges and taxes.

5. The ballot of submission for the tax authorized in this section shall be in
substantially the following form:

Shall ...... (insert the name of the county) impose a tax on the charges for storm
water control in ...... (name of county) at a rate of ...... (insert rate of percent) percent for
the sole purpose of storm water control?

O YES O NO

If a majority of the votes cast on the question by the qualified voters voting thereon are in
favor of the question, then the tax shall become effective on the first day of the second
calendar quarter following the calendar quarter in which the election was held. If a
majority of the votes cast on the question by the qualified voters voting thereon are
opposed to the question, then the tax authorized by this section shall not become effective
unless and until the question is resubmitted pursuant to this section to the qualified voters
of the county and such question is approved by a majority of the qualified voters of the
county voting on the question.

67.399. 1. The governing body of any municipality or county with a charter form of
government and with more than one million inhabitants may, by ordinance, establish a
semiannual registration fee not to exceed two hundred dollars which shall be charged to the
owner of any parcel of residential property improved by a residential structure, or commercial
property improved by a structure containing multiple dwelling units, that is vacant, has been
vacant for at least six months, and is characterized by violations of applicable housing codes
established by such municipality.

2. The municipality shall designate a municipal officer to investigate any property that
may be subject to the registration fee. The officer shall reporthis findings and recommendations,
and shall determine whether any such property shall be subject to the registration fee. Within
five business days, the clerk of the municipality or county with a charter form of government
and with more than one million inhabitants shall notify by mail the owners of property on
which the registration fee has been levied at their last known address according to the records
of the city and the county. The property owner shall have the right to appeal the decision of the
office to the municipal court within thirty days of such notification. Absent the existence of any
valid appeal or request for reconsideration pursuant to subsection 3 of this section, the
registration fee shall begin to accrue on the beginning of the second calendar quarter after the
decision of the municipal officer.
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3. Within thirty days of the municipality or county with a charter form of government
and with more than one million inhabitants making such notification, the property owner may
complete any improvements to the property that may be necessary to revoke the levy of the
registration fee, and then may request a reinspection of the property and a reconsideration of the
levy of the registration fee by the municipality or county with a charter form of government
and with more than one million inhabitants. If the municipal or county with a charter form
of government and with more than one million inhabitants officer revokes the registration
fee, no such assessment shall be made and the matter shall be considered closed. If the
[municipal] officer affirms the assessment of the registration fee, the property owner shall have
the right to appeal the reconsideration decision of the [municipal] officer to the municipal court
within thirty days of such decision. Absent the existence of any valid appeal to the municipal
court or other court of competent jurisdiction, the registration fee shall begin to accrue on the
beginning of the second calendar quarter after the reconsideration decision of the municipal
governing body.

4. The municipal governing body shall establish by ordinance procedures for payment
of the registration fee and penalties for delinquent payments of such fees. Any registration fees
which are delinquent for a period of one year shall become a lien on the property and shall be
subject to foreclosure proceedings in the same manner as delinquent real property taxes. The
owner of the property against which the assessment was originally made shall be able to redeem
the property only by presenting evidence that the violations of the applicable housing code cited
by the municipal or county with a charter form of government and with more than one
million inhabitants officers have been cured and presenting payment of all registration fees and
penalties. Upon bona fide sale of the property to an unrelated party said lien shall be considered
released and the delinquent registration fee forgiven.

[67.399. 1. The governing body of any municipality contained wholly or
partially within a county with a population of over six hundred thousand and less
than nine hundred thousand may adopt an ordinance as provided in this section. The
ordinance may establish a semiannual registration fee not to exceed two hundred
dollars which shall be charged to the owner of any parcel of residential property
improved by a residential structure, or commercial property improved by a structure
containing multiple dwelling units, that is vacant, has been vacant for at least six
months, and is characterized by violations of applicable housing codes established
by such municipality.

2. The municipality shall designate a municipal officer to investigate any
property that may be subject to the registration fee. The officer shall report his
findings and recommendations, and shall determine whether any such property shall
be subject to the registration fee. Within five business days, the clerk of the
municipality shall notify by mail the owners of property on which the registration fee
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has been levied at their last known address according to the records of the city and
the county. The property owner shall have the right to appeal the decision of the
office to the municipal court within thirty days of such notification. Absent the
existence of any valid appeal or request for reconsideration pursuant to subsection
3 of this section, the registration fee shall begin to accrue on the beginning of the
second calendar quarter after the decision of the municipal officer.

3. Within thirty days of the municipality making such notification, the
property owner may complete any improvements to the property that may be
necessary to revoke the levy of the registration fee, and then may request a
reinspection of the property and a reconsideration of the levy of the registration fee
by the municipality. If the municipal officer revokes the registration fee, no such
assessment shall be made and the matter shall be considered closed. Ifthe municipal
officer affirms the assessment of the registration fee, the property owner shall have
the right to appeal the reconsideration decision of the municipal officer to the
municipal court within thirty days of such decision. Absent the existence of any
valid appeal to the municipal court or other court of competent jurisdiction, the
registration fee shall begin to accrue on the beginning of the second calendar quarter
after the reconsideration decision of the municipal governing body.

4. The municipal governing body shall establish by ordinance procedures for
payment of the registration fee and penalties for delinquent payments of such fees.
Any registration fees which are delinquent for a period of one year shall become a
lien on the property and shall be subject to foreclosure proceedings in the same
manner as delinquent real property taxes. The owner of the property against which
the assessment was originally made shall be able to redeem the property only by
presenting evidence that the violations of the applicable housing code cited by the
municipal officers have been cured and presenting payment of all registration fees
and penalties. Upon bona fide sale of the property to an unrelated party said lien
shall be considered released and the delinquent registration fee forgiven.]

67.1775. 1. The governing body of a city not within a county, or any county of [the first

classification with a charter form of government with a population not less than nine hundred
thousand inhabitants, or any county of the first classification with a charter form of government
with a population not less than two hundred thousand inhabitants and not more than six hundred
thousand inhabitants, or any noncharter county of the first classification with a population not
less than one hundred seventy thousand and not more than two hundred thousand inhabitants,
or any noncharter county of the first classification with a population not less than eighty thousand
and not more than eighty-three thousand inhabitants, or any third classification county with a
population not less than twenty-eight thousand and not more than thirty thousand inhabitants, or
any county of the third classification with a population not less than nineteen thousand five
hundred and not more than twenty thousand inhabitants] this state may, after voter approval
pursuant to this section, levy a sales tax not to exceed one-quarter of a cent in the county for the
purpose of providing services described in section210.861, RSMo, including counseling, family
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support, and temporary residential services to persons nineteen years of age or less. The question
shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the county at a county or state general, primary or
special election upon the motion of the governing body of the county or upon the petition of eight
percent of the qualified voters of the county determined on the basis of the number of votes cast
for govemnor in such county at the last gubernatorial election held prior to the filing of the
petition. The election officials of the county shall give legal notice as provided in chapter 115,
RSMo. The question shall be submitted in substantially the following form:

Shall ............ County be authorized to levy a sales tax of ............ (not to exceed
one-quarter of a cent) in the county for the purpose of establishing a community children's
services fund for the purpose of providing services to protect the well-being and safety of
children and youth nineteen years of age or less and to strengthen families?

O Yes O No

If a majority of the votes cast on the question by the qualified voters voting thereon are in favor
of the question, then the tax shall be levied and collected as otherwise provided by law. If a
majority of the votes cast on the question by the qualified voters voting thereon are opposed to
the question, then the tax shall not be levied unless and until the question is again submitted to
the qualified voters of the county and a majority of such voters are in favor of such a tax, and not
otherwise.

2. All revenues generated by the tax prescribed in this section shall be deposited in the
county treasury to the credit of a special "Community Children's Services Fund". Such fund shall
be administered by a board of directors, established pursuant to section 210.861, RSMo.

137.082. 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 137.075 and 137.080, to the
contrary, a building or other structure classified as residential property pursuant to section
137.016, newly constructed and occupied on any parcel of real property shall be assessed and
taxed on such assessed valuation as of the first day of the month following the date of occupancy
for the proportionate part of the remaining year at the tax rates established for that year, in all
taxing jurisdictions located in the county adopting this section as provided in subsection 8 of this
section. Newly constructed residential property which has never been occupied shall not be
assessed as improved real property until such occupancy or the first day of January of the second
year following the year in which construction of the improvements was completed.

2. The assessor may consider a property residentially occupied upon personal verification
or when any two of the following conditions have been met:

(1) An occupancy permit has been issued for the property;

(2) A deed transferring ownership from one party to another has been filed with the
recorder of deeds' office subsequent to the date of the first permanent utility service;
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(3) A utility company providing service in the county has verified a transfer of service
for property from one party to another;

(4) The person or persons occupying the newly constructed property has registered a
change of address with any local, state or federal governmental office or agency.

3. In implementing the provisions of this section, the assessor may use occupancy
permits, building permits, warranty deeds, utility connection documents, including telephone
connections, or other official documents as may be necessary to discover the existence of newly
constructed properties. No utility company shall refuse to provide verification monthly to the
assessor of a utility connection to a newly occupied single family building or structure.

4. In the event that the assessment under subsections 1 and 2 of this section is not
completed until after the deadline for filing appeals in a given tax year, the owner of the newly
constructed property who is aggrieved by the assessment of the property may appeal this
assessment the following year to the county board of equalization in accordance with chapter
138, RSMo, and may pay any taxes under protest in accordance with section 139.031, RSMo.
The collector shall impound such protested taxes and shall not disburse such taxes until
resolution of the appeal.

5. The increase in assessed valuation resulting from the implementation of the provisions
of this section shall be considered new construction and improvements under the provisions of
this chapter.

6. In counties which adopt the provisions of subsections 1 to 7 of this section, an amount
not to exceed ten percent of all ad valorem property tax collections on newly constructed and
occupied residential property allocable to each taxing authority within counties of the first
classification having a population of nine hundred thousand or more, one-tenth of one percent
of all ad valorem property tax collections allocable to each taxing authority within all other
counties of the first classification other than any county of the first classification with more
than eighty-two thousand but less than eighty-two thousand one hundred inhabitants and
one-fifth of one percent of all ad valorem property tax collections allocable to each taxing
authority within counties of the second, third and fourth classifications and any county of the
first classification with more than eighty-two thousand but less than eighty-two thousand
one hundred inhabitants, in addition to the amount prescribed by section 137.720 shall be
deposited into the assessment fund of the county for collection costs.

7. For purposes of figuring the tax due on such newly constructed residential property,
the assessor or the board of equalization shall place the full amount of the assessed valuation on
the tax book upon the first day of the month following occupancy. Such assessed valuation shall
be taxed for each month of the year following such date at its new assessed valuation, and for
each month of the year preceding such date at its previous valuation. The percentage derived
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from dividing the number of months at which the property is taxed at its new valuation by twelve
shall be applied to the total assessed valuation of the new construction and improvements, and
such product shall be included in the next year's base for the purposes of figuring the next year's
tax levy rollback. The untaxed percentage shall be considered as new construction and
improvements in the following year and shall be exempt from the rollback provisions.

8. Subsections 1 to 7 of this section shall be effective in those counties including any city
not within a county in which the governing body of such county elects to adopt a proposal to
implement the provisions of subsections 1 to 7 of this section. Such subsections shall become
effective in such county on the first day of January of the year following such election.

9. In any county which adopts the provisions of subsections 1 to 7 of this section prior
to the first day of June in any year pursuant to subsection 8 of this section, the assessor of such
county shall, upon application of the property owner, remove on a pro rata basis from the tax
book for the current year any residential real property improvements destroyed by a natural
disaster if such property is unoccupied and uninhabitable due to such destruction. On or after
the first day of June, the board of equalization shall perform such duties. Any person claiming
such destroyed property shall provide a list of such destroyed property to the county assessor.
The assessor shall have available a supply of appropriate forms on which the claim shall be
made. The assessor may verify all such destroyed property listed to ensure that the person made
a correct statement. Any person who completes such a list and, with intent to defraud, includes
property on the list that was not destroyed by a natural disaster shall, in addition to any other
penalties provided by law, be assessed double the value of any property fraudulently listed. The
list shall be filed by the assessor, after he has provided a copy of the list to the county collector
and the board of equalization, in the office of the county clerk who, after entering the filing
thereof, shall preserve and safely keep them. If the assessor, subsequent to such destruction,
considers such property occupied as provided in subsection 2 of this section, the assessor shall
consider such property new construction and improvements and shall assess such property
accordingly as provided in subsection 1 of this section. For the purposes of this section, the term
"natural disaster" means any disaster due to natural causes such as tornado, fire, flood, or
earthquake.

10. Any political subdivision may recover the loss of revenue caused by subsection 9 of
this section by adjusting the rate of taxation, to the extent previously authorized by the voters of
such political subdivision, for the tax year immediately following the year of such destruction
in an amount not to exceed the loss of revenue caused by this section.

304.010. 1. As used in this section, the following terms mean:

(1) "Expressway", a divided highway of at least ten miles in length with four or more
lanes which is not part of the federal interstate system of highways which has crossovers or
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accesses from streets, roads or other highways at the same grade level as such divided highway;

(2) "Freeway", a limited access divided highway of at least ten miles in length with four
or more lanes which is not part of the federal interstate system of highways which does not have
any crossovers or accesses from streets, roads or other highways at the same grade level as such
divided highway within such ten miles of divided highway;

(3) "Rural interstate", that part of the federal interstate highway system that is not located
in an urban area;

(4) "Urbanized area", an area of fifty thousand population at a density at or greater than
one thousand persons per square mile.

2. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the uniform maximum speed limits are
and no vehicle shall be operated in excess of the speed limits established pursuant to this section:

(1) Upon the rural interstates and freeways of this state, seventy miles per hour;

(2) Upon the rural expressways of this state, sixty-five miles per hour;

(3) Upon the interstate highways, freeways or expressways within the urbanized areas
of this state, sixty miles per hour;

(4) All other roads and highways in this state not located in an urbanized area and not
provided for in subdivisions (1) to (3) of this subsection, sixty miles per hour;

(5) All otherroads provided for in subdivision (4) of this subsection shall not include any
state two-lane road which is identified by letter. Such lettered roads shall not exceed fifty-five
miles per hour unless set at a higher speed as established by the department of transportation,
except that no speed limit shall be set higher than sixty miles per hour;

(6) For the purposes of enforcing the speed limit laws of this state, it is a rebuttable
presumption that the posted speed limit is the legal speed limit.

3. On any state road or highway where the speed limit is not set pursuant to a local
ordinance, the highways and transportation commission may set a speed limit higher or lower
than the uniform maximum speed limit provided in subsection 2 of this section, if a higher or
lower speed limit is recommended by the department of transportation. The department of public
safety, where it believes for safety reasons, or to expedite the flow of traffic a higher or lower
speed limit is warranted, may request the department of transportation to raise or lower such
speed limit, except that no speed limit shall be set higher than seventy miles per hour.

4. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 304.120 or any other provision of law to
the contrary, cities, towns and villages may regulate the speed of vehicles on state roads and
highways within such cities', towns' or villages' corporate limits by ordinance with the approval
of the state highways and transportation commission. Any reduction of speed in cities, towns
or villages shall be designed to expedite the flow of traffic on such state roads and highways to
the extent consistent with public safety. The commission may declare any ordinance void if it
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finds that such ordinance is:

(1) Not primarily designed to expedite traffic flow; and

(2) Primarily designed to produce revenue for the city, town or village which enacted
such ordinance.

If an ordinance is declared void, the city, town or village shall have any future proposed
ordinance approved by the highways and transportation commission before such ordinance may
take effect.

5. The county commission of any county of the second, third or fourth classification may
set the speed limit or the weight limit or both the speed limit and the weight limit on roads or
bridges on any county, township or road district road in the county and, with the approval of the
state highways and transportation commission, on any state road or highway not within the limits
of any incorporated city, town or village, lower than the uniform maximum speed limit as
provided in subsection 2 of this section where the condition of the road or the nature of the area
requires a lower speed. The commission shall send copies of any order establishing a speed limit
or weight limit on roads and bridges on a county, township or road district road in the county to
the chief engineer of the state department of transportation, the superintendent of the state
highway patrol and to any township or road district maintaining roads in the county. After the
roads have been properly marked by signs indicating the speed limits and weight limits set by
the county commission, the speed limits and weight limits shall be of the same effect as the speed
limits provided for in subsection 1 of this section and shall be enforced by the state highway
patrol and the county sheriff as if such speed limits and weight limits were established by state
law.

6. The county commission of any county of the second, third, or fourth classification
may by ordinance set a countywide speed limit on roads maintained by a county within any
county, township, or road district in the county and may establish reasonable speed
regulations for motor vehicles within the limit of such county. No person who is not a
resident of such county and who has not been within the limits thereof for a continuous
period of more than forty-eight hours shall be convicted of a violation of such ordinances,
unless it is shown by competent evidence that there was posted at the place where the
boundary of such county road enters the county a sign displaying in black letters not less
than four inches high and one inch wide on a white background the speed fixed by such
county so that such signs may be clearly seen by operators and drivers from their vehicles
upon entering such county. The commission shall send copies of any order establishing a
countywide speed limit on a county, township, or road district road in the county to the
chief engineer of the Missouri department of transportation, the superintendent of the state
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highway patrol, and to any township or road district maintaining roads in the county.
After the boundaries of the county roads entering the county have been properly marked
by signs indicating the speed limits set by the county commission, the speed limits shall be
of the same effect as the speed limits provided for in subsection 1 of this section and shall
be enforced by the state highway patrol and the county sheriff as if such speed limits were
established by state law.

[6.] 7. All road signs indicating speed limits or weight limits shall be uniform in size,
shape, lettering and coloring and shall conform to standards established by the department of
transportation.

[7.] 8. The provisions of this section shall not be construed to alter any speed limit set
below fifty-five miles per hour by any ordinance of any county, city, town or village of the state
adopted before March 13, 1996.

[8.] 9. The speed limits established pursuant to this section shall not apply to the
operation of any emergency vehicle as defined in section 304.022.

[9.] 10. A violation of the provisions of this section shall not be construed to relieve the
parties in any civil action on any claim or counterclaim from the burden of proving negligence
or contributory negligence as the proximate cause of any accident or as the defense to a
negligence action.

[10.] 11. Any person violating the provisions of this section is guilty of a class C
misdemeanor, unless such person was exceeding the posted speed limit by twenty miles per hour
or more then it is a class B misdemeanor.

473.730. 1. Every county in this state, and the city of St. Louis, shall elect a public
administrator at the general election in the year 1880, and every four years thereafter, who shall
be ex officio public guardian and conservator in and for the public administrator's county. A
candidate for public administrator shall be at least twenty-one years of age and a resident
of the state of Missouri and the county in which he or she is a candidate for at least one
year prior to the date of the general election for such office. The candidate shall also be a
registered voter, and shall be current in the payment of all personal and business taxes.
Before entering on the duties of the public administrator's office, the public administrator shall
take the oath required by the constitution, and enter into bond to the state of Missouri in a sum
not less than ten thousand dollars, with two or more securities, approved by the court and
conditioned that the public administrator will faithfully discharge all the duties of the public
administrator's office, which bond shall be given and oath of office taken on or before the first
day of January following the public administrator's election, and it shall be the duty of the judge
of the court to require the public administrator to make a statement annually, under oath, of the
amount of property in the public administrator's hands or under the public administrator's control
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as such administrator, for the purpose of ascertaining the amount of bond necessary to secure
such property; and such court may from time to time, as occasion shall require, demand
additional security of such administrator, and, in default of giving the same within twenty days
after such demand, may remove the administrator and appoint another.

2. The public administrator in all counties, in the performance of the duties required by
chapters 473, 474, RSMo, and 475, RSMo, is a public officer. The duties specified by section
475.120, RSMo, are discretionary. The county shall defend and indemnify the public
administrator against any alleged breach of duty, provided that any such alleged breach of duty
arose out of an act or omission occurring within the scope of duty or employment.

3. After January 1, 2001, all salaried public administrators shall be considered county
officials for purposes of section 50.333, RSMo, subject to the minimum salary requirements set
forth in section 473.742.
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